SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR 2026 LAUSD GRADUATING SENIORS*

FRIENDS OF AALA

45TH ANNUAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, SCHOOL/COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND NEED

DUE DATE: APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AND MUST BE POSTMARKED OR HAND DELIVERED BY FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026. The address is 1910 W. Sunset Blvd., Suite 410, Los Angeles, CA 90026 

All honorees will be notified of their selection by the week of April 6, 2026.

AALA Scholarship and Community Awards Banquet – Thursday, May 14, 2026.
4:30 p.m. – California State University, Los Angeles – Golden Eagle Ballroom

Scholarship award letters will be presented to the selected students at the banquet. (Checks will be issued upon full-time enrollment and official certification is issued by the college/university.

Attendance at the banquet is expected. Please contact gpivaral@aala.us if extenuating circumstances will make attendance difficult.

Questions: Contact Gema Pivaral at (213) 484 - 2226 or gpivaral@aala.us.



*This application is for graduating seniors from the Class of 2026 only. Adult school applicants may NOT use this application to apply. There is a separate application for adult school students. Adult school students may contact Friends of AALA at (213) 484-2226 to ensure they are completing the required application.


THE FOLLOWING FIVE (5) DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP:

1. Complete the PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET. It is essential for you to complete and provide a printed copy of the PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET.
https://aala.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Scholarship-Application_InfoSheet.docx

2. PERSONAL ESSAY
Prepare a one/two page typed personal essay addressing ALL the following items:
	•  Career goal(s) and what influenced your choice of this/these goal(s).
	•  Personal experiences that have helped shape your life.
	•  College attendance and why it is important to you.
	•  Financial need 

3. LIST OF SCHOOL EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES/SERVICE; COMMUNITY SERVICE AND WORK EXPERIENCE 

  	 School extracurricular activities: List programs and activities you      
 have participated on campus such as student government, athletics, publications, art/music/drama, interest clubs, service clubs, etc. Indicate time involved with each activity, length of participation, and any leadership positions.  

School service: List specific activities such as tutoring, campus beautification, assisting teachers, before and after school volunteer activities, etc.   

Community Service Activities: List such experiences as hospital volunteer, tutor, charity organization(s), assisting the unhoused, political activities, etc.  Indicate time involved with each activity, length of participation, and leadership responsibilities.   

Work Experience: Include key examples of your experiences during your school year paid and unpaid.

Honors and Awards: Include your list with the honors and awards you have received both at school and in the community.
4. OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT

•  An official transcript that includes senior year fall semester marks is required. The transcript, to be official, must be in a sealed envelope marked “official.”  

5. RECOMMENDATION

· One personal recommendation is required.  It must be from a school counselor, teacher, or administrator on school letterhead paper.  Should the reference letter not meet this requirement, the scholarship application will be disqualified.
